
Ruapehu and Taupo districts 
are key North Island tourist 

destinations, each with an 
Airbnb proportion of 7.5%.

Mackenzie and Queenstown-Lakes 
districts have the highest proportion 
of Airbnbs in New Zealand, at 19% 
and 21% respectively.
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* private dwellings at time of the 2023 census. Includes occupied and unoccupied, and excludes under construction homes
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Holiday hotspots or housing headaches?
Airbnbs as a percentage of private dwellings* across New Zealand districts

The bach is an iconic experience of holidays in New Zealand, with many families opting to own baches or 
second homes in the country's most scenic areas as a getaway.

But what about when the house is not in use? Airbnb (or alternative sites like Bookabach or Bachcare) o�er 
ways to provide a return on expensive housing investments with a hotel-style per-night pricing model, 
incentivising short-term stays.

While this might be convenient for holiday-goers and property investors, seasonal workers and locals 
experience the brunt of housing una�ordability [1], prompting councils to implement action plans [2] and 
mayors to comment on the “high proliferation” of Airbnbs [3].

A closer look at Queenstown, the “Adventure Capital of the World”

Queenstown o�ers a huge 
variety of indoor and outdoor 
activities year-round, making it 
a valuable tourist destination 
and has some of the densest 
proportions of Airbnbs in the 
country.
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